






You will be visiting 
with several different 
people to help you 
make your wedding 
everything you want 
it to be, so here are 
some tips to make 
those visits more 
productive. Each one 
of these 
professionals will 
have ideas & photos 
to help you visualize 
their product & to 
help give you ideas. 

Venue- Your venue 
is usually your first 
stop because all of 
your other decisions 

will hinge on the style 
of the venue. Here 
are some questions 
to keep in mind-     
How many people will 
the ceremony space 
hold, what is included 
in the ceremony 
space (chairs, PA, 
decorations, time),      
when can you 
decorate,  is the 
rehearsal time 
included?        For the 
reception area ?   how 
many people will it 
hold, does that 
include tables & 
space for the dance 

floor & for food?         
What is included for 
the price (tables, PA, 
linens, chairs, décor,  
& time).    If either 
Ceremony or 
reception is outdoors 
is there a backup area 
for bad weather?     Is 
the backup area large 
enough to hold all of 
your guests ?   Are the 
spaces heated &/or 
air conditioned?  Is 
there enough parking 
for your guests?      
Does the venue have 
any discounts 
available. 

Flor ist s- When you 
go to your florist 
meeting she will need 
to know your 
wedding colors, what 
color the bridesmaids 
are wearing, venue, 
budget & theme. You 
will want to ask her 
what flowers will be 
in season in your 
colors- by choosing 
available flowers you 
can save money. Be 
sure & tell them 
about your favorite 
flowers & if there are 
any flowers that you 
don't like.  You will 



& general design.    
You will want a Bride?s 
cake & groom?s cake.  
The groom?s cake is in 
His favorite flavor & 
should reflect his 
personality (sports, 
hobby etc.)   Your 
cake can be any flavor 
that you desire ?the 
day of it having to be 
a white cake is over. 
You will want them to 
deliver so find out the 
delivery price. 

Cat erers- will need to 
know your guest 
count & budget, food 
likes / dislikes, & 

allergies. Things that 
will need to be 
discussed is table 
service or buffet or 
stations (buffet is the 
least expensive). If 
you chose table 
service make sure 
that they will have 
enough staff ( 1 
waiter per 12 guests ).  
They will work up a 
couple of menus 
within your 
framework & submit 
them to you.  Also 
discuss plates (china, 
fake china, clear 
plastic or Styrofoam) 
& silverware as well 
as if they will be 
providing tea & water, 
set up, maintaining 
the food  & clean up. 
Some people think 
that just serving 
appetizers is less 
expensive than a 

Tex-M ex Buffet

W ine Bar

need Bride?s bouquet, 
bridesmaids? 
bouquets, & 
boutonnieres for 
groom, groomsmen, 
pastor, fathers, 
grandfathers, 
corsages for moms & 
grandmothers.  
Additional flowers 
you will need are 
décor for the altar & 
table décor . 

Baker - They will need 
to know guest count,    
fondant or butter 
cream icing,    cake 
flavor (s), if you have 
a specific cake topper, 

Photo  Booth Fun



buffet however check 
with your caterer for 
their advice, 
especially if you are 
serving alcohol. If you 
are serving alcohol 
you should serve 
food to help offset 
the effects of the 
alcohol.  When is their 
date for your final 
head count? 

Wedding Planners 
and coordinat ors- 
There are several 
levels of Coordination 
service that can be 
provided. A full 
service coordinator 

will ?run with the ball? 
you visit with her 
about your vision & 
she brings in vendors 
to make that happen. 
A lot of  brides are 
worried about losing 
control to other 
people & the wedding 
not being their vision 
so this is not a good 
option for them. 
Some of the 
coordinators will 
charge you by the 
hour so you call them 
when you are in 
overwhelm or cant 
figure out a part of 
the wedding. And 

then there is the 
indispensable Day Of 
Director ? on your 
wedding day you 
cannot be in control 
of the ceremony 
entrances, making 
sure that everyone 
has their corsages on, 
cake is in the right 
place etc ? that is a 
small part of what a 
Day of Director does. 
If you have a 
Coordinator she will 
take care of that but if 
you don?t then you 
will need a ?day of?. 
Visit with your 
Coordinator /Day of 
to see what they will 
do for you & how 
much they will 
charge. Most 
importantly make 
sure that you feel that 
your vision & voice is 
the most important 
thing to them. 

Phot ographer - you 
will want to let them 
know your wedding 
time frame, see 
examples of entire 
weddings, ask them 
how much time do 
they take after the 
ceremony for the 
posed groups of 
family & wedding 
party, how long will 
they be at the 

reception, when can 
you expect to see 
your wedding images, 
are they on line, what 
is included in the 
packages. You want 
to really like your 
photographer ?their 
style & personality. 
Ask where they 
received their 
training, do they use 
flash (important for 
indoor events), have 
they worked at your 
location. 
Videography- Let 
them know the part 
of the Wedding Day 
that is important to 
you. Is catching every 
word at the ceremony 
the most important? 
Make sure that they 
use a wireless 
microphone. Is your 
friends and family 
going crazy on the 
dance floor important 
?make sure they are 
staying for the 
reception. Do you 
want the entire 
ceremony from start 
to finish ?let them 
know (otherwise they 
might cut out some of 
the parts). Do you 
want your dvd to be 
chronological or is it 
alright to inter-cut 
things from the 



reception with things 
from the ceremony to 
something before the 
ceremony? Do you 
want to hear the 
conversations & 
audio from the 
ceremony & reception 
or do you want it 
covered with music?  
Is it important to you 
that the colors of the 
wedding be correct or 
is it ok for them to be 
all amber or dark? 
Videographers have a 
definite style that you 
are getting so make 
sure that it is one that 
you will want to view 
for the rest of your 
life 

Linens-Your Linens 
person will need to 
know the size & 
shape of the tables, 
where is your venue, 
your wedding colors, 
theme & your budget. 
You will want to find 
out the price of 
delivery & installation. 
Items to consider 
include colored 
tablecloths, table 
runners or toppers, 
special Cake 
tablecloths, chair 
covers & chair ties. 

DJ- you will need to 
find out if they will do 

the Music for the 
Ceremony ?is there 
an extra fee. If they 
will be at the 
rehearsal - is there a 
fee for that? The DJ 
will need to know 
your style of music, if 
you or your venue 
have any restrictions 
on music, special 
songs to be played, 
music for 1st Dances 
(couple, 
father/daughter, 
mother/son) and the 
Ceremony, who may 
request songs, & who 
will be 

communicating with 
the DJ on behalf of 
the Couple 
throughout the night. 

Phot o Boot h-Photo 
booths are a blast 
?guests really enjoy 
them. You will need 
to let the photo booth 
people know how 
many hours that you 
need them. (usually 
about an hour into 
the reception after 
people have eaten), 
when you would like 
them to set up,  if you 
are having a theme to 
your wedding (so they 

can get some props 
for that or if you want 
to supply them let 
them know). Be 
aware that you need 
to pay for their set up 
time as well as their 
shooting time. Ask 
what are your options 
on any signage or 
printing on the 
photos that your 
guest take home, if 
there is a maximum 
number of photos ?if 
you go over how is 
that paid for & when. 
Do you get a jump 
drive or card with all 
of the guests images? 

Above all listen to 
each professional & 
choose the ones that 
you feel like will help 
you realize your 
dream wedding! 



Planning your 
wedding can be 
overwhelming but 
you can enjoy it by 
tackling one decision 
at time. Where & 
when you get married 
is the 1st decision. 
Your location sets the 
tone for your entire 
wedding. You don?t 
have to know the 
exact date to start the 
process; in fact 
sometimes it?s better 
to be flexible on the 
date in order to take 
advantage of 
discounts. But do 

check with parents 
for any off limits 
dates during the time 
frame that you are 
thinking of.  Armed 
with that info then it?s 
time to go check out 
venues.  You?ll want to 
take the decision 
makers with you on 
your visit to venues.  
If that?s not possible 
then make sure that 
the people involved 
know the website 
addresses of the 
venues so after you 
narrow it down they 
have an idea about 

your favorites. There 
are lots of questions 
to ask the venues & 
here are a few.  You 
can ask some of the 
questions over the 
phone or email to 
narrow your 
search.                        

The first 
consideration is how 
many people can they 
accommodate? You 
want all your guests 
to be comfortable & 
have a place to sit.  
Look at the dressing 
areas, kitchen & 
restrooms.  Is there 

adequate parking for 
your guests on site? 
(one parking space 
per 3 guests) If not, 
do they provide valet 
service? is there an 
additional fee? If the 
venue is an outside 
space is there a 
backup location for 
ceremony & reception 
in case the weather is 
too hot, cold or rainy? 
Is the backup large 
enough to hold all of 
your guests? If the 
venue has multiple 
rooms that they rent 
out will there be 



other people there 
during your wedding 
(ex restaurant, bar or 
public space) ?   Do 
they have more than 
one event per day? 
How do they ensure 
that other events do 
not interfere with 
your wedding (other 
event?s music, guests, 
parking)? If the 
ceremony & reception 
is in the same area is 
there a plan to make 
sure that there is a 
seamless transition 
from ceremony to 
reception? Do they 

set up and tear 
down?       Second is 
price & what?s 
included with that 
price? Are there 
different packages? A 
price list?  Are there 
discounts? Popular 
venues will usually 
give a discount for 
Sunday through 
Thursday so if you are 
flexible you can 
usually save some 
money. Does the 
price include time for 
décor, rehearsal 
(usually held the day 
before the ceremony 

at the same time as 
the ceremony), how 
much time the day of 
the wedding? (You?ll 
need time for 
dressing and photos 
before the ceremony, 
Ceremony, reception 
and then clean-up) If 
you go late is there an 
extra charge? How 
early can your 
vendors deliver/arrive 
on your wedding day? 
What is the 
policy/charges for 
alcohol Are all taxes, 
gratuities, service & 
clean up charges 

included? What is the 
cancellation policy? 
What is the amount 
needed to reserve 
your date & when 
does the total 
amount have to be 
paid? Be sure & get 
everything in writing 
& that you read the 
Contract. Do you have 
to use specific 
vendors for food, & 
drink or can you bring 
in your own? Do you 
have to use any of 
their 
services?                  
                                      



 Third, what are your 
impressions? When 
you go to tour the 
facility take a note 
pad with questions 
to ask & to record 
your impressions of 
the location. Get the 
contact information 
for the person who 
is meeting with you. 
Check out everything 
during your tour ? 
are the restrooms 
nice enough for your 
wedding dress? Is 
there A/C in the 
dressing rooms?  Is 
there a kitchen area, 
what decorations are 

included, are tables, 
chairs, linens, sound 
system included?  
Does the venue do 
the set up or is that 
something you have 
to do?  If you are 
having an outdoor 
ceremony you want 
to consider the 
outside noise- 
ceremonies can be 
interrupted  by trains, 
car horns and planes.  
Once you have toured 
the venues that meet 
your needs sit down 
with your fiancé and 
decide together 
where the two of you 

will start your journey 
into the wonderful 
world of marriage. 
                                  



Wedding cakes are a 
big statement at 
wedding receptions, 
they are a piece of art 
that reflects your 
style & relationship. 
From the  popular 
butter-cream icing to 
fondant, your 
wedding vision is told 
in your cake design. 
You can incorporate 
your colors, dress 
design or your love 
story into the look of 
your cake. Popular 
styles include 
multi-layered cakes, 
cakes with super 

heroes, zombies, 
flowers, ribbons, etc ? 
only your imagination 
& pocketbook limits 
you. Inside you may 
chose the traditional 
white or delight your 
guests with a 
different flavor in 
each layer. You 
should order the cake 
to serve each one of 
your guests. Cake 
pricing is based on 
number of servings, 
type of icing and 
difficulty of design. 
Since designs vary 
from the simple & 

elegant (all white with 
piped borders) to 
sculpted figures,  cost 
can vary significantly. 
Bakers usually have a 
signature style so 
look through photos 
of cakes that they 
have made to see if 
you like their style. If 
the price & style is 
right then it is time to 
set up the tasting to 
decide on your 
cake(s) flavor(s). 
Groom?s cake is a 
Southern tradition 
that came about as a 
nod to the Groom. It 
is his favorite flavor & 
usually decorated to 

show off His 
personality ?hobbies, 
sports team, vocation 
etc. I recommend that 
you have the bakery 
deliver the cake ? 
they do charge but it 
is worth it! Delivery 
should be no later 
than 1 ½ hours before 
the ceremony. If you 
are having a small 
wedding but want a 
larger cake visit with 
your baker about a 
dummy layer ? you 
will pay for the hours 
that they will spend 
decorating the cake 
but it will be less than 
cake. Brides (& 
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Grooms) sometimes 
do not like cake- you 
do not have to serve 
cake but you should 
replace it with 
desserts of some 
sort. Cupcakes are 
very popular- I 
recommend that you 
do mini cupcakes 
and 2 per guests. 
Especially if you are 
having more than 
one flavor. Pies & 
cookies are also 
substitutes but a 
candy bar would not 
be. Although You 
want your wedding 

cake to be a beautiful 
and tasty reflection of 
your wedding 
remember what 
Michelle at Cakes by 
Birdie said ?Don't get 
so lost in the planning 
of your wedding that 
your forget 
everything you are 
planning for is about 
a celebration of love, 
life and cake! So have 
the cake you want 
and eat it too?! 
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From the moment 
you say ?I Will? until 
the day you say ?I Do?, 
your time will be filled 
with planning the 
Wedding of Your 
Dreams.  From the 
time you were a litt le 
girl, visions of a 
picture perfect 
wedding have danced 
in your head.  Now 
you have the 
opportunity to bring 
this Once-in a 
Lifetime dream into 
reality!  That?s a lot of 
pressure!  Where to 
begin?  First, decide 

on the date, location, 
venue & theme to 
help you set the 
mood for your 
wedding.  Will it be 
casual or formal?  
Vintage or 
contemporary?  
Garden, chapel, or 
cathedral?  Indoor or 
outdoors?  Making 
those decisions in 
advance will help you 
to focus on 
appropriate wedding 
fashions for you, your 
groom, & the entire 
wedding party.
 YOUR WEDDING 

GOWN: All eyes are 
on the bride? .So, the 
number one priority 
is your dress!  Shop 
early!  Depending on 
the designer, & if 
there are 
customizations, three 
to six months are 
needed for a gown to 
be made to your 
specifications & then 
delivered to the 
salon.  Additional 
time will be needed 
for fitt ings, possible 
alterations & your 
bridal portrait in 
advance of the 

wedding.  If time is 
short, however, & 
your love just can?t 
wait, there are other 
options.  Rush cuts 
are available from 
most designers for an 
extra fee on the style 
of your choice.  Other 
designers will offer 
quick delivery for no 
extra fee on a small 
but lovely select 
group of Priority 
Dresses.  
For the quickest 
planning, shop the 
incredible selection of 
fabulous gowns 



available off the rack 
at your favorite 
bridal boutique.  
Appointments may 
or may not needed, 
so call ahead.  With 
perhaps a few 
photos of wedding 
dress styles which 
you like in hand, 
head to your local, 
established bridal 
salon for personal 
attention from 
consultants who are 
in the business of 
pleasing brides!  
Your bridal stylist will 
know if she has a 
particular dress in 
stock or will find 
dresses similar to 
the styles you like.  
An experienced 
consultant will be 
knowledgeable of 
the salon?s inventory 
& silhouettes which 
will compliment your 
figure to help you to 
look your most 
beautiful, so she 
may also make style 
suggestions.  If you 
already have your 
foundations or 
heels, then take 
them with you to 
your appointment, 
or your stylist will 
help you find the 
proper foundation 
garments to 

enhance your figure 
and dramatize the 
silhouette of the 
gown you choose. 

  Share your wedding 
attire budget with the 
sales associate who 
will try to 
accommodate your 
request.  Most salons 
will offer an array of 
price ranges to offer 
from new arrivals to 
final markdowns.  Ask 
which services are 
conveniently available 
at the bridal salon 
after your purchase 
such as alterations, 
pressing, etc., and if 
they are included or 
at an additional fee. 

 Consider color.  
Which color most 
becomes you & will 
photograph well in 
your setting?  
Traditional colors for 
wedding dresses are 
white & ivory, but 
designers are now 
offering a variety of 
lovely hues such as 
alabaster, almond, 
champagne, blush & 
oyster as well as 
tones of soft pink, 
blue, mint, silver & 
platinum, many with 
lavish laces layered 
over color linings for 
a romantic vintage 

look.  Also available 
on traditional white 
or ivory are touches 
of color from soft 
pastels to bolder red 
or black, many with 
exact color matching 
dresses for your 
wedding party.  The 
only rule of color still 
remaining is that no 
guest should ever 
wear white or ivory to 
the wedding!  It?s the 
bride?s day! 

 ACCESSORIES:  
HAIRPIECE, VEIL, 
JEWELRY, SHOES: 
Once your gown is 
selected, begins the 
process of framing 
your wedding day 
look with accessories.  
Trust your bridal 
stylist to suggest, 
starting with a tiara or 
headpiece and/or the 
style & length of the 
veil to enhance your 
gown.  Then add 
jewelry? ..if a bolder 
necklace, then 
smaller earrings? ..if 
larger earrings, then 
no necklace and 
perhaps a bracelet.  
Select shoes to 
compliment your 
gown, but most of all 
to be comfortable & 
secure for your 

wedding, reception & 
dance.  Balance is the 
key. The combined 
overall look should be 
appropriate for your 
setting & reflect your 
style, but most of all, 
is meant to enhance 
your beauty for an 
unforgettable walk 
down the aisle & 
beyond in the 
photographic 
memories in your 
wedding album. 

ATTENDANTS: The 
colors & styles you 
choose for your 
attendants are the 
frame surrounding 
you for your wedding 
day portrait!  
Selecting the fashions 
for your bridesmaids, 
junior maids & flower 
girls can be 
challenging because 
there are so many 
opinions involved.  
Although it is natural 
for you to want 
everyone to be 
happy, remember 
that YOU make the 
final decision.  Keep 
in mind how the 
dresses will look in 
pictures next to your 
wedding gown & with 
the location & décor 
of your venue.  
Consider color, fabric, 



silhouette & length.   
You may want to 
mirror a few elements 
that will flow 
throughout your 
whole bridal party, 
whether it be a 
neckline or styling 
details, or you may 
choose to have your 
attendants 
completely different, 
setting apart your 
own personal style.  A 
new trend to allow for 
individual style 
preferences for the 
bridesmaids while 
guaranteeing that 

your wedding will 
have a coordinated 
look, is to select 
several similar 
bridesmaid dresses 
made by the same 
designer in the same 
fabric, length & color 
or coordinated colors, 
from which your 
bridesmaids may 
choose.  Another 
choice is having each 
attendant in a 
different but 
complimentary color 
in the same fabric.  
Perhaps you prefer 
the traditional look of 

matching styles for all 
bridesmaids.  It?s your 
choice, but 
recommended that 
you never over-match 
the style of your 
bridesmaid?s dresses 
to your bridal gown, 
keeping all eyes 
focused on YOU!  

MOTHERS: Next to 
her own wedding 
gown, the mother?s 
dress will be among 
the most 
photographed of her 
lifetime.  Mothers of 
both the bride & 

groom, & yes, 
step-moms too, want 
to feel beautiful on 
your wedding day, 
but they tend to put 
themselves last in the 
planning, so please 
stress that they 
should also shop well 
ahead to assure that 
each finds a lovely 
dress that 
compliments them, 
and perhaps one that 
they may wear again 
for a social event.  
Shortly after the 
bridesmaid?s styles & 
colors have been 



selected, the mother 
of the bride generally 
makes her selection 
first out of 
consideration for 
others so that they 
may begin their 
search.  When 
thinking of formal 
wedding day pictures, 
remember that the 
mothers are mostly 
photographed with 
the bride, groom and 
family & usually not 
with the attendants.  
Mother?s dresses 
should first flatter 
them in style & color 
& second compliment 
the overall wedding 
colors & theme. 

 TUX OR SUIT 
RENTALS FOR THE 
GUYS:
 When all eyes are on 
the bride, she?ll be 
looking at the groom!   
The first step is to 
select your preferred 
vendor, either your 
local or chain tuxedo 
shop or if available, 
perhaps the boutique 
where you are 
entrusting your ladies 
wedding fashions.  
From designer to 
budget, there are a 
variety of tuxedo & 
suit styles along with 
an array of 

accessories available 
to fit the theme of 
your wedding along 
with corresponding 
prices to fit a budget   
Your tuxedo 
consultant will be 
available with 
catalogues & fabric 
swatches to help 
coordinate the men?s 
attire with the ladies 
for a picture perfect 
look, as well as 
offering experienced 
measurements for 
best fit.  A one month 
lead time before the 
order is placed is 
recommended for the 
groom, groomsmen, 
ring bearers, dads & 
ushers to allow plenty 
of opportunity to go 
to the salon & be 
measured.  To be sure 
you are able to rent 
the preferred style 
and accessories, 
especially for larger 
wedding parties 
during the busy 
Spring/Summer 
Prom/Wedding 
seasons, your 
wedding salon needs 
to place the actual 
orders two to three 
months ahead and 
will require a deposit 
for each order. 
Commonly, wedding 

party participants 
may live elsewhere, 
so be sure that their 
measurements are 
also taken 
professionally then 
provided to your 
vendor, as it is 
recommended if 
possible to order all 
from one place.  
Tuxes usually arrive 
from the warehouse 
into the tux store 
early in the week of 
the wedding.  Most 
important, the guys 
should fit their tuxes 
as soon as possible 

after arrival to allow 
time if needed for 
minor alteration 
adjustments, or if 
needed, a re-order of 
size.  Tux rentals will 
need to be returned 
to the retailer the first 
business day 
following wear. 

YOUR BEST 
SHOPPING 
EXPERIENCE: 

This is the most 
important event of 
your lifetime 
captured in 
photography to 



"

"

remember for years 
to come! 
For your best 
shopping experience, 
it is recommended 
that you limit your 
invited guests to just 
a few adults whose 
opinions you 
value? .perhaps the 
mothers, maid of 
honor or a best 
friend.  Too many 
guests may give too 
much input based on 
their own personal 
taste & opinions, 
which could be 
confusing or stressful 
for the bride.  Your 
sales associate will 
want to focus on your 
needs to help you 
find & coordinate the 
wedding fashions.  A 
reminder that very 
young children can be 
a great distraction for 
all, so it is 
recommended that 
they be included only 
when it is time to 
shop for their 
wedding day attire.  
Ultimately, remember 
that it is your day & 
your opportunity to 
express your 
individuality!  Trust 
yourself in knowing 
what you will feel 
fabulous wearing on 

your wedding day! 

BRIDES BEWARE:   To 
receive authentic 
designer fashions for 
your most important 
day, brides are 
advised to shop only 
with an Authorized 
Retailer & an 
established bridal 
salon for the most 
significant dress of a 
lifetime as well as 
your attendants & 
moms!  When 
shopping for a 
particular designer or 
dress, check the 
designer?s web site to 
locate an authorized 
salon near you.  You 
should also be sure to 
read the designer?s 
?Buyer?s Beware? 
warning & heed their 
advice against 
trusting some 
unknown Internet 
seller from 
who-knows-where to 
timely deliver  
?authentic? designer 
dresses at 
unbelievably low 
discounted prices!  
Designers sell only 
thru their Authorized 
Retailers & not 
directly to the public.  
Many brides have 
been terribly 
disappointed & lost 

their money to 
counterfeit sellers 
from a foreign 
country that steal & 
blatantly use the 
designer?s original 
model?s photographs 
in their own 
advertising.  This 
leads brides to 
believe that they are 
selling the same style 
& quality bridal gown 
or attendant?s dresses 
for a fraction of the 
cost.  Believe the 
saying that ?If it 
sounds too good to 
be true, it probably 
is!? 

 CONCLUSION: 

Selecting your 
wedding gown, veil & 
accessories, then 
coordinating all of the 
wedding fashions can 
be an exciting and 
challenging 
adventure.  This is the 
time to enjoy a 
pampered shopping 
experience with a 
trusted, established 
salon & an authorized 
retailer where you will 
receive an authentic 
design, the best 
quality, delivery, 
services & tips to help 
your plans run 
smoothly.  Remember 
that it is fine to ask 

for suggestions & 
opinions, however, 
ultimately, you & the 
groom will be 
happiest with your 
own final choices!  
Your dream wedding 
day is the first day of 
the rest of your 
married life, so enjoy 
planning a picture 
perfect, dream 
wedding! 



excited by the images 
a photographer has 
to offer but realize 
they only put their 
best work out for you 
to see. In order to get 
a better idea of what 
your wedding may 
look like you need to 
see complete 
wedding albums. The 
photographers style 
generally refers to- 
photo-journalistic, 
classical or a 
combination 
approach to Wedding 
Photography. A  
Photo-Journalist 
shoots only with 
available or natural 
light & they generally 
don?t pose people, 
preferring a more 
candid approach. The 
problem with this 
style of photography 
can be poor lighting & 

getting photos of 
backs of heads or bad 
expressions. Without 
proper posing, you 
probably won?t get a 
beautiful portrait of 
the people you love, 
like your parents and 
grandparents. 
Everyone needs a 
litt le help to look their 
best. The classically 
trained photographer 
can shoot with 
natural light or flash, 
and can pose people 
so they look good. A 
true wedding 
professional will 
combine the best of 
both styles to get you 
the best photos. Ask 
yourself are these 
images artistic & 
creative? And do the 
people look good? 

Education and 
experience often 

Bouquet Around

Br ides Eyes

There are some 
things you should 
keep in mind when 
choosing a wedding 
photographer: the 
photographer?s st yle, 
educat ion, 
exper ience, & cost . 
The first thing is to 
determine whether or 
not you like the 
images & 
photographic style 
that this particular 
photographer has to 
show you. Before you 
talk to a prospective 
photographer, 
browse through that 
photographer?s 
website and & their 
Facebook page. After 
you have viewed their 
gallery of samples, 
you will eliminate 
those photographers 
you don?t want to see. 
It is important to be 
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determine what style 
of photography a 
photographer will 
choose. Today?s 
working professional 
wedding 
photographer may 
not have a college 
degree but they 
should be members 
of professional 
photographer?s 
organizations like 
PPA, or WPPI. They 
spend hundreds of 
dollars each year 
attending seminars, 
workshops & 
conventions to learn 
proper posing & 
lighting. They 
continue honing 
their craft to serve 
their clients better. 

The last deciding 
factor should be the 
cost. You have spent 
hour?s on-line 
viewing 
photographers? 
work, you have read 
the reviews on 
Face-book & you 
have visited your top 
3 candidates. The 
images are amazing 
& he or she has a 
great personality, & 
it all feels right. 
However, sometimes 
a photographer?s 
packages appear to 

be less expensive at 
first glance, then after 
the wedding you get 
hit with add-ons you 
did not expect. Ask 
the photographer if 
an album is included, 
after all you don?t 
want just a disk of 
raw files. Remember 
the old adage ?you 
get what you pay for? 
so don?t let price be 
your deciding factor. 

When everything is 
over, the flowers have 
died, the cake has 
been eaten, and the 
only thing you have to 

remember your 
wedding day by is the 
beautiful wedding 
album you got from 
your professional 
wedding 
photographer. Don?t 
trust your once in a 
lifetime event to a 
once in a while 
photographer!  There 
is no one 
photographer who 
fits every couple. Out 
of all the 
photographers you 
met with, whose 
images moved you?  
The right 

photographer is the 
one you feel best 
about and that you 
have full confidence 
in their artistic eye 
and experience. 



All through history 
sharing food has 
been an important 
part of every 
celebration. It shows 
appreciation to 
friends & family for 
being a part of your 
big day. Reception 
food should not be 
bland and boring!         
Chef Dustin Snook 
owner of Culinary 
Events Catering says 
?Your food should be 
food you like to eat 
and want to share 
with your friends. So 
ask yourself what do 
I like to eat?  What is 
my budget??  When 
you visit with your 
caterer tell them 
what type of food 
that you like then 
ask them if they 
have any 

recommendations. 
They will need to 
know a ballpark 
figure of the number 
of guests, location of 
reception and budget. 
When visiting about 
the cost make sure 
that you know what is 
included in that 
amount. I 
recommend that you 
have the food 
delivered, set-up, 
maintained & 
cleaned-up. Also the 
costs should include 
plates (NOT paper or 
Styrofoam!!!) utensils, 
cups, sweet tea, tea, 
water ,ice.  How is the 
food kept at proper 
temperature?  Do you 
want the food Buffet 
style (least 
expensive), stations, 
family style or sit 

down (most 
expensive)? Brides 
sometimes like 
tastings ?tastings are 
scheduled after the 
menu is decided on. It 
is when tweaks to the 
flavors are made - 
there is a fee for the 
tastings 

Some brides consider 
restaurants or food 
trucks instead of a 
caterer, be aware that 
both of those are use 
to serving one person 
at a time & often do 
not have the proper 
equipment and 
knowledge to serve 
100 plus guests hot 
tasty food all in a 
reasonable amount 
of time. 

Family and friends 
are sometimes 
tapped to provide 
food at weddings if 
this is your choice 
make sure that the 
family members are 
not planning on 
serving the food or 
getting the food out 
themselves. We 
recently had a 
wedding where the 
bride?s step-dad was 
doing the food ? he 
forgot the pickles & 
left 10min before the 

ceremony to go get 
them so he did not 
walk the Bride down 
the aisle. Family 
should just 
concentrate on being 
family ?not the food 
service. Your guests 
will talk about how 
great your food was 
for a long time when 
you get the right 
caterer! 






